
 
 
 
 
Session 1: 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. 
A: Design, Construction, and Liability Issues (Rich Hewlett/Jim Case and others) 

• Rich Hewlett works with the Litigation and Trial Services Team where he focuses on 
construction law and litigation, business litigation and commercial matters, contracts 
and independent investigations. Rich has extensive experience with all facets of 
construction law and has represented owners, construction managers, 
subcontractors/suppliers and design professionals, in a wide range of matters, including 
claims related to delays, extra work, productivity impact, defects, liens and bond claims. 
Rich assists clients with a variety of business and contract-related matters and in 
performing internal investigations. 
 

• Jim Case represents design professionals, general contractors, subcontractors, owners, 
and suppliers in various construction-related issues, including damages for delay, 
differing site conditions, construction change directives, owner interference, design 
errors and omissions, payment disputes, and contract interpretation. He also advises 
and advocates for sureties involved in defaults, claims against performance, payment 
bonds, and litigation. 

 
B: Intellectual Property and Related Topics for the Construction Industry (Carina Kraatz/John 
Sier) 

• Carina Kraatz is a principal in the firm’s Detroit office. She focuses her practice on 
commercial and construction litigation as well as marijuana and industrial hemp.  Ms. 
Kraatz also has a background in intellectual property and bankruptcy issues. Ms. Kraatz’s 
intellectual property practice includes patent and trademark prosecution and litigation 
on a variety of issues including image misappropriation and infringement. She also 
works with the firm’s healthcare business/regulation practice on a variety of business 
and technical issues. 
 

• John Sier heads the firm’s commercial litigation practice.  With more than three decades 
of experience, Mr. Sier concentrates his practice on dispute avoidance and resolution of 
commercial, healthcare and construction contract issues. 

 
Session 2: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.   
A. Lessons from COVID (Aileen Leipprandt/Steve Hilger) 

• Aileen Leipprandt learned the value of hard work, honest business dealings, and 
creative problem solving by working in her family’s hardware business from an early 
age. With that backdrop, Aileen brings more than 30 years of legal counseling and 
litigation experience to the table in construction law and commercial litigation. 
 

• Steve Hilger practices in the areas of complex commercial business transactions and 
litigation with an emphasis on construction law. He has tried many cases in multiple 
state and federal courts and has appeared in several state courts of appeal, the 
Michigan Supreme Court, United States District Courts, United States District Courts of 
Appeal, the United States Supreme Court on cert, and multiple arbitration tribunals 
across the country. 
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B. Killer Contract Clauses – What to look for and Counter Strategies to Mitigate Your Risk 
(Joseph DeLave) 

• Joseph DeLave focuses his law practice on Construction and Real Estate matters. For 
over 35 years, Joe has represented owners and contractors in a variety of construction 
matters. He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Construction Law. Joe is highly 
skilled at negotiating and drafting commercial contracts for both contractors and 
owners including design, construction and design/build agreements. An experienced 
litigator, he also has prosecuted and defended lawsuits involving a wide array of 
construction claims and disputes including breach of contract, payment, lien, bonding, 
construction defects, defaults, terminations, delays, differing site conditions, and 
builder’s trust violations. In his capacity as counsellor, Joe assists his clients with project 
level claims analysis, claim preservation and avoidance counseling.  
Joe serves on the Legal Advisory Committee for the Greater Detroit Chapter of the 
Associated General Contractors of America, is a member of the Detroit Area 
Contractor’s Association, and is a certified mediator specializing in construction 
disputes. 

 
Session 3: 10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. 
A. Michigan Liens and Bonds:  What You Need to Know (Jeffrey Gallant/Brian Lick) 

• Jeffrey Gallant represents clients in the construction industry to manage risk and 
resolve disputes by negotiating contracts, providing advice and consultation during 
construction on project issues, and navigating alternative dispute resolution and 
litigation proceedings. 
 

• Brian P. Lick is a Member in the Construction Practice Group in the Lansing office. He is 
experienced in civil and commercial litigation: representing owners, contractors, and 
suppliers in litigation of construction and commercial matters, including contract 
disputes, lien and bond claims, collections, and violations of the Michigan Building 
Contract Fund Act in State and Federal Courts. 

 
B.  Skanska USA Building Inc. v M.A.P. Mechanical Contractors, et al.: What This Means to 

 Contractors (Ed Boucher) 
 
• Ed Boucher is a construction lawyer with Kotz Sangster.  Over the past 22 years, he has 

worked with numerous construction managers, contractors, suppliers, and owners on 
projects of all sizes and types, assisting them with everything from planning and drafting 
at the beginning of the project to problem solving during construction to claims 
litigation at the end.  He was lead counsel on the Skanska case, briefing it and arguing it 
before the Michigan Supreme Court.  

 


